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Dolev vineyards in the Ramallah region. The houses on the right hand side
are of the settlement of Dolev and in the background is the settlement of
Talmon. Photo: ET

! Tzachi Dotan, CEO of Israel Wine Board, in an interview at: 3 Additional information about vineyards and wineries that are

Ra'anan Rogel, “Wine consumption in Israel - How much longer in the occupied territory or are commercially connected to cul-

only 67, August 29, 2008. Available online: http://bit.ly/X7tzq tivation of grapes in settlements can be found on our website
at www.whoprofits.org.

2 Rogov, Daniel. 2010. Rogov’s Guide to Israeli Wines 2010. Toby

Press, London and Jerusalem, p. 9.
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Newly planted vineyards next to the West Bank settiment of Mevo Horon.
Photo: Tamar Berger
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Research for this report was conduct-
ed using both desk studies and field
research. The desk studies included
the collection and analysis of infor-
mation from various public sources,

including: wine guides and maps,*

company records and publications,
publications of state authorities, in-
cluding Israel’s Ministry of Agriculture
and the Israeli Export Institute. Some
of these are publicly-available re-
cords and others were obtained using
the Freedom of Information Act and
through parliamentary queries in the

“Two of our main resources are: Rogov’s Guide, and Zachs,

Knesset.

The field research included visits to
most of the areas described in the re-
port, several tours to new West Bank
vineyards, participation in wine tast-
ing sessions at select wineries, and
one occasion of tracking a truck after
the grape harvest (see section 4.1.1).

Prior to publication, we have con-
tacted all the companies and wineries
mentioned in this report with requests
for their comments and responses. All
the responses received are included in
this report.

Eliezer. 2007. The Wine Route of Israel. Coordinata.

The Israeli Wine Industry and the Occupation
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Port I: Whoat is settlement wine”

The Golan Heights Winery. Photo: Esti Tzal

Foroiccden Fruit Thelsraeli Wine Industry and the Occupation ™ 9




5 http://bitly/fB2AH] s http://bit.ly/dPVMIH
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Vineyards and olive groves of the settlement of Giv'at Har'el on the lands of the Palestinian village of Qaryut.
Photo: ET
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7 However, the majority of land owners hold various other 8 More accurately, after three years the presumption of own-
documents, such as property tax receipts, inheritance cer- ership shifts and the individual claiming ownership has the
tificates, and other documents which create a presumption burden of proving that he or she has been cultivating the
of ownership. land. Otherwise, the sovereign may take possession of the
land or transfer it to another person, who is using the land.
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The vineyards of the settlement of Dolev on Miri lands. Photo: ET

° B'tselem. (2002) Land Grab: Israel’s Settlement Policy in the 10 See section 2.2 below.
West Bank, Jerusalem, http://bit.ly/e4XYvf
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Vineyards of the settlement outpost of Achiya in the Shilo Valley. Photo: ET
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Picture no. 1 (above): An aerial photograph of the Shilo Valley in 2001, notice that there
are no settler vineyards and almost no settler olive groves. Source: Peace Now and HS.

Picture no. 2 (below): An aerial photograph of the Shilo Valley in 2010, shows the expan-
sion of olive groves and vineyards by settlers on privately-owned Palestinian land.
Source: Peace Now and HS.

Alei

e Ayin

hilo Valley 2010
| Settler Vineyards
er Olive Groves
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" Fourth Geneva Convention Art. 49(6), reiterated by UN resolutions and by the ICJ Advisory Opinion.
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Vineyards of the settlement outpost of Achiya, settlers are eligible for dedicat-
ed funding for erecting fences and paving agricultural access roads. Photo: ET

12 Tsachi Dotan, CEO of Israel Wine Board, in an article pub- 13 http://bit.ly/i9Faul
lished on the website of the Israel Wine Board on August 30,

2010, “The Harvest Season has Opened in the Vineyards’, 4 See section 2.3 below.
http://bit.ly/g3wCjl
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A scan of the response to the second query provided in 2010 by the minister
of agriculture. This table includes allocations of funds for different regional

councils in the West Bank for agricultural development.

> http://bit.ly/eCPFbV

16 “Planning Principles” of the Ministry of Agriculture and Ru-
ral Planning investment plan for the year 2010.

7 In a report submitted by Adv. Talia Sasson in 2005 (at the
behest of then Prime Minister Ariel Sharon) studying the
subject of “illegal outposts” built by the settlers in the occu-
pied West Bank, Adv. Sasson addressed the issue of access

to information, and noted: “The relevant information regard-
ing the unauthorized outposts is not to be found in a single
office. On the contrary, every office that supplied informa-
tion to me holds partial information regarding the outposts.
There is no office or body which gathers all of the relevant
information concerning the matter of outposts, nor coordi-
nates government activity regarding them.” Available online
at: http://bit.ly/fXbodT
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A tourism sign of “Vineyard View Way in the Shilo
Valley. Photo: ET

'® Answer to query 1619, “Investments of the Ministry of % http://bit.ly/e3fAUw
Agriculture in the occupied territories’, submitted January
07, 2008, session 191 of the Israeli Knesset.'® “Planning Prin-
ciples” of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Planning in- http://www.grizimtour.com

vestment plan for the year 2010.

2 In its website the winery calls itself a ‘tourism center’:
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Signs indicating tourist sites in the outpost settlement of Givat Har'el.
Photo: ET

2 http://bit.ly/fQH50E Palestinians from entering’, Ha‘aretz, November 22, 2010. Avail-
able online at: http://bit.ly/bD1IT5
22 Zafrir Rinat, “Settlers make water sources a tourist site and bar
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A map of the wine regions according to the Israel
Export Institute. This regional division completely
obscure the internationally recognized borders of
Israel, and groups together area within Israel and
occupied areas. Map: Shai Efrati

2 The original map of The Israel Export & International Coop-
eration Institute is available online from the website of the insti-
tute (www.export.gov.il). Notice that in this map there is no in-

dication of the Green Line and no separation between occupied
land and the State of Israel.
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Historically, the largest wine-
growing regions were the Shom-
ron and Samson coastal regions.
Today, the fastest growing areas
are the higher altitude, cooler cli-
mate regions of the Upper Gali-
lee and the Judean Foothills. The
Upper Galilee, Golan Heights
and Judean Hills are home to Is-
rael’s finest quality vineyards...

The Galilee extends southward
from the Lebanese border and
covers the north of Israel. Many
Israeli wineries use grapes from
the Galilee for their leading
wines. This area has become Is-
rael’s premier wine region, char-
acterized by high altitudes, cool
breezes from Mount Hermon,
the volcanic basalt and ‘tuff’ soil
of the Golan and unique micro-
climates in the Upper Galilee,
where the soils are heavy and

gravelly, but well drained. The

northernmost vineyards of the
Golan Heights are 1,200 meters

(3,937 feet) above sea level, with
snowfall during the winter.

Shomron is Israels most tradi-
tional wine-growing region, ben-
efiting from the Carmel Moun-
tain range and close proximity
to the Mediterranean Sea. The
main concentration of vineyards
is in the valleys surrounding the
winery towns of Zichron Yaacov
and Binyamina...

The central coastal plain and the
rolling hills of the Judean low-
lands comprise this region... This
area comprises the central coast-
al plain around Rishon Le Zion
and Rehovot and the Judean
Foothills on the way to Jerusa-
lem...

... There are small vineyard sites
north and west of Jerusalem,
with the region extending down
to Yatir Forest, which borders on
the northern Negev.**

24 The Israel Export & International Cooperation Institute, Wines
of Israel, www.export.gov.il, pp 11-12. (No year listed, publica-

tion announced in 2009).
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Port Il: The Wineries

4. The Major Israeli Wineries

In what follows we examine the largest
wineries of the Israeli wine industry and
describe their involvement in the occu-
pation. These are the six largest Israeli
producers of wine; together they con-
stitute about 86% of all wine manufac-
turing in Israel. Each of these wineries
produces at least a million bottles annu-
ally. In addition to these wineries, there
are twelve medium-sized wineries and
a growing number of boutique wineries
(some estimate 200). Some of the small-
er wineries also export to Europe and
elsewhere, but in relatively small quanti-
ties. Unfortunately, an extensive review
of these wine producers is beyond the
scope of this report.

4.1 Carmel

B Annual production: 15 million
bottles

B Domestic market share: 50%?%

Carmel Winery was founded in 1882 as
a cooperative of vintners funded by the
Baron Edmond de Rothschild. The first

% http://www.carmelwines.co.il/en/aboutus.aspx

winery was constructed in Rishon Lezion
(1882) and the second in Zichron Ya'acov
(1890). It is the largest wine producer in
the country.

According to Rogov’s Guide to Israeli
Wines of 2010, Carmel receives grapes
from about 300 vineyards throughout
the country, some owned directly by the
winery, others by individual vintners or
by kibbutzim and moshavim (agricultur-
al cooperative farms). The registered cor-
porate owners are the Vintners Coopera-

[

|

|
rrivate Collectio

Merlot
17n
gt
2008

CARMEL ¢ WINERY

A bottle of Carmel wine. Photo: Who Profits
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A label of Yatir wine. Photo: Who Profits

% http://www.carmelwines.co.il/yekavim-kramim.aspx does not taste good’; Channel 7, September 22, 2009. Available
online at: http://www.inn.co.il/News/News.aspx/194571
27 Benni Toker, “We wanted to shatter the myth that Kosher wine
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ating in this area of this possibility and
asked them to check this out. In the ear-
ly hours of August 23, 2010, a group of
activists spotted a harvesting machine
working in the vineyards north of the
settlement of Susya. When the container
filled up and left the vineyard, the activ-
ists followed it until it reached its desti-
nation in the winery of Yatir, where they
unpacked the grapes. Having been spot-
ted by the truck-drivers who were carry-
ing the grapes the activists were chased
out of the winery, but they still managed
to video-tape the events and upload the
video onto the internet.®

Consequently, complaint letters were
sent to the Carmel winery, and Adam
Montefiore, Carmel’s Wine Development
Director, promised he would check into
it. In reply to a number of enquiries, he
acknowledged that grapes from settler
vineyards were brought in to the Yatir
Winery facility, but claimed that these
grapes were not used in the production
of wine by the company:

Yes. It was a local situation. As soon
as this became known to the execu-
tive management of the winery, steps
were taken to sell the grapes. They
were not & will not be used in Car-

A frame from a video documenting trucks transporting grapes from a vineyard next to the settlement of
Susya to the Yatir winery. Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_leDS5DyKyE

2 The film showing the activists following the truckload of
Susya grapes heading to Yatir can be seen here: http://www.

youtube.com/watch?v=_leDS5DyKyE
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Vineyards in settlement of Mevo Horon. Photo: Tamar Berger

2 Personal email correspondence with Adam Montefiore, on 30 Recording of said conversation on file with Who Profits.
file with Who Profits.
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Conclusion:

Carmel Winery owns vineyards
in the occupied Golan Heights and
uses grapes from additional vine-

yards in that region.

The CEO of Carmel’s Yatir Winery
admitted in 2009 to regularly using
grapes from the West Bank.

On one occasion, grapes from
a settler vineyard in the West Bank
were documented as being harvest-
ed and brought to a Carmel winery .

Our research found additional
indications that the company may
be using grapes from the occupied
West Bank.

Carmel denies using grapes from
settler vineyards in the West Bank.

4.2 Barkan Winery

m Annual production: 7.5-9 million
bottles.*

Barkan Winery, originally founded in
Petach Tikva in the year 1889 under the
name Friedman Winery, has had several
owners and different names throughout

31 From Rogov’s Guide, p. 67.

the years. In 1988 the company rented
a facility in the Barkan Industrial Zone,
near the settlement of Ariel in the oc-
cupied West Bank, and moved its entire
operation, storage and offices to that lo-
cation. In 1990, Yair Lerner and Shmuel
Boxer bought the winery, and gave it its
present name — Barkan Wine Cellars. In
1994, the company floated its shares on
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, selling 25%
of the shares to the public. Barkan, for-
merly owned by the Stock Liqueur Com-
pany, continues to produce and market,
under exclusive license, the internation-
ally recognized Stock brands: Stock 84,
Keglevich Vodka, and Stock Liqueurs.>

In 1999 the company purchased a plot
at Kibbutz Hulda, inside the interna-

Bottles of Barkan wine. Photo: Who Profits

32 http://bit.ly/eF8IKc
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33 Barkan Wine Cellers 2007 annual report, available online ** http://bit.ly/h4bnWu and http://bit.ly/hZr90S
at: http://bit.ly/hOJOFm
3 http://bit.ly/h3gAM1

Forbicicen Fruit The lsraeli Wine Industry and the Occupation ™ 31



http://bit.ly/hOJOFm
http://bit.ly/h4bnWu and http://bit.ly/hZr9OS
http://bit.ly/h3qAM1

Conclusion:

Barkan Winery owns vineyards

in occupied regions, including the

West Bank and the Golan Heights.

A label of the Golan Heights Winery. Photo:
Who Profits

3 http://www.barkan-winery.com/Map/agencies.html 38 http://www.golanwines.co.il/allVineYards_eng.asp

37 http://www.golanwines.co.il/general_eng.asp

Forbicicden Fruit Thelsraeli Wine Industry and the Occupation 32



http://www.barkan-winery.com/Map/agencies.html
http://www.golanwines.co.il/general_eng.asp
http://www.golanwines.co.il/allVineYards_eng.asp

Conclusion:

All of the wines that the Golan
Heights Winery produces are man-
ufactured on the Golan Heights,
from grapes from vineyards in this
region, which is occupied territory.
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When sold in Sweden, the wine of the Golan Heights Winery does not include an indication of origin and is
sold under‘another origin’ (6vrigt ursprung) label. Source: http.//bit.ly/hLhGFi

3 QOliver Styles, “Sweden ignites Israeli wine row”
decanter.com (8 June 2006) http://bit.ly/e4Hner
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4.4 Teperberg 1870 Winery several locations: in the Gush Etzion set-

B Annual production: 4-7 million

tlement block and in extensive plots in

bottles.® Mevo Horon (mostly in the area of the no

man’s land of the Latrun Enclave).*?

Teperberg 1870 Winery (also known as

Efrat Winery) is a family-owned winery, Teperberg has three wine series, branded
founded in 1870 by its owners, the Tep- as Reserve, Terra and Silver. The origin of

e

The vineyards of Teperberg Winery in the settlement of Mevo Horon. Photo: ET

the grapes for each
wine is not clearly
marked in any of the
company’s  publica-
tions. Consequently,
consumers cannot tell
which wines include
grapes which were
grown in settler vine-
yards in the occupied

territory.
erberg family. The company plans to in-
crease production in upcoming years, Teperberg exports its wines to more than
and is presently extending the winery to 22 countries worldwide, including the
include a visitors’ center and other facili- United States, Canada, France, England,
ties.*! Australia and more.

Since 2002, the winery has been located
in Tzor'a, inside the internationally recog-
nized borders of Israel. In Israel, the win-
ery’s vineyards extend to several areas:
Emeq HaElla, Upper Galilee, Tzor'a and
Dir Rafat. Additionally, the winery has
vineyards in the occupied West Bank in

A label of a Teperberg 1870 wine. Photo: ET

40 http://www.teperberg1870.co.il/About.aspx?|=2&p=2 42 http://www.teperberg1870.co.il/vineyards.
aspx?|=2&p=12, see also the tourism organization of

41 1bid Mateh Yehuda: http://www.touryoav.org.il/?p=384
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Conclusion:

Teperberg 1870 Winery owns
vineyards in the occupied West
Bank

The company does not pro-

vide information as to the origin of

the grapes in each of its wines.

4.5 Binyamina Winery

B Annual production: 2.6 million
bottles.

Binyamina Winery is now the fifth largest
winery in Israel, producing wine under
several labels. It was founded in 1952 un-
der the name EliazWinery and it has been
owned, since 2008, by the Hatzi Hinam
marketing chain. The winery and most
of its vineyards are located around the
town of Binyamina, within the interna-
tionally recognized borders of Israel, but
some of their vineyards are on the occu-
pied Golan Heights. For example, the Ca-
bernet Sauvignon-Zinfandel from the Yo-
gev wine series is partly produced from
grapes grown in Mevo Hama in the Golan

4 http://bit.ly/gAQoR8 and http://bit.ly/es1qgRlI

“ http://www.binyaminawines.com/en-US/96/1062/

Heights, and the Aquamarine 2006 Cab-
ernet Sauvignon from The Chosen wine
series is produced from grapes grown in
the settlement of Kidmat Zvi on the Go-
lan Heights.*

Company publications state that it has
vineyards in the ‘Shomron’ and Judaean
Hills" regions.** As explained at length
above, these regions include extensive
areas that are in the occupied territory of
the West Bank. It is, therefore, plausible to

conclude that the company has vineyards

A label of a Binyamina wine. Photo: Who Profits

there, but their publication does not de-
tail the locations of specific West Bank
vineyards. Binyamina Winery exports to
16 countries in Europe, the US, South Af-
rica, South America and Asia.*”®

4 http://binyaminawines.co.il/en-US/85/1059/
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¥BINYAMINA
Loverg ‘7( wine

Our Winery Our Vineyards Contact Us

OupVineyards i— Our Wines World Distributers

Our Wineyards -
Gallery

About the
Winemakers

Our Vineyards

Golan Heights -

Climate:

Annual precipitation of 600 mm, marked dawniaht temperature
differences. Snowy winters

Sail:

E00-7O0 rm above cea level, dark, shallow basaltic soil.
Varieties:

Reds: Cahemet Sauvignon, Syrah, Malbec, Shiraz, Merlot.

Upper Galilee -

Climate:

Annual precipitation of UL mm, cold winters, marked temperature
differences inthe summer. Snowsy winters

Sail:

BO0-720 m above sea level, dark, shallow to semi-shallow terra
rossa soil over rocky limestone with pockets of basait.
Varieties:

Reds: Cahemet Sauvignon, Merlot, Shiraz, Syrah, Finotage,
Mehbiolo, Temperanillo, Cabernet Franc, PefitVerdo.

Whites: Chardonnay, Gewlrziraminer, Sauvignon Blanc |

Lower Galilee -

Climate:

Annual precipitation of 350-400, hot summers and cold winters

Soil:

1460 m above sea level, dark, semi-shallow to deep soil on limestone
and basalt. Wadis allow for cold air flowws during the summer.
Varieties:

Reds: Cabemet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Zinfandel, Petit

. Sirah, Syrah, Shiraz, Carignan

New Wines Whites: Muscat Alexandroni, Chardonnay, Emerald Riesling.

Professional Articles
st : Shomron -

Coastal Lowlands

Climate:

Annual precipitation of 550-650 mm. Mediterranean climate-
moderate winters and hot summers.

About Kosher Wines

A map of the vineyards of Binyamina Winary from the company’s website. This map shows the location of
vineyards in the Golan Heights and the West Bank. Source: http://bit.ly/ikfWCJ

Conclusion:

Binyamina Winery owns vine- The company does not provide

yards in the Occupied West Bank. information as to the origin of the
grapes in each of its wines.

L
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A label of a TIshbi wine. Photo: Who Profits

4 http://www.tishbi.com/Page.php?ID=2
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(Above) The Hebrew page of Chardon-
nay 2008 from the Jonathan Tishbi Special
Reserve series states that the origin of the
grape is from their vineyards in the settle-
ment block of Gush Etzion. Source: http://
bit.ly/eZ7602

(Right) The English page of the same wine,
Chardonnay 2008 from the Jonathan Tish-
bi Special Reserve series, states that the or-
igin of the grape is from their vineyards in
Zichron Ya'akov. Source: http://bit.ly/dLGj5W

47 http://www.tishbi.com/Store.
php?token=view&product=11

48 http://www.tishbi.com/Store_

Chardonnay 2008
Vineyards: Zichron Yaakov
varieties: 100% Chardonnay
¥¥ine Notes:

This harmonious and balanced wine displays concentrated flavors of

i, pears, while peaches and resh pineapple This wine is &

companiment t v dairy cuisine, fish and
Itis recommended to serve this wine chilled at 8-10°C
5-50°T ). Winemaking: Thls mne is produ:.ed from the gently

pressed, superior firs - After undergoing a
gradual and superdsed f as fermented for
three weeks at a low temperature in stainless steel vats followed by its
stabilizing proc and malolactic fermentation.

Alcohol by Volume: 12%

Growing Region: The Chardonnay grapes come from vines grown
near Zichron Ya'akoy. The vineyard localion v sert by Lhe
expearts of Baron Rothschild century ago which cthy where the
l1shbi vineyards are planted. 1he vineyards are located at the foot of
the Caramel ridge which allows for a constant bre -oming from the
Mediterranean Sea to the west. The scil is a combination of red and

50il and limestone The height of the vineyard is 50
meters above sea level.

Powcred by Tishbi.com

he.php?token=view&product=12

4 http://www.tishbi.com/Store.
php?token=view&product=12
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http://bit.ly/eZ76o2
http://bit.ly/eZ76o2
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Conclusion:

Tishbi Winery owns vineyards

in the occupied West Bank and
on the Golan Heights.

The company does not pro-
vide accurate information as to
the origin of the grapes in each of
its wines, especially in its English
publications.

0 http://bit.ly/gtU1k9 53 http://bit.ly/g3QrsH

1 http://bit.ly/gtUIk9 * http://www.tishbi.com/shop.php

32 http://bit.ly/gSn7Zi

L
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Bashan Avnei Eitan 10,000-15,000

Bustan haMeshushim Moshav Had Nes

Ein Nashot Kidmat Tzvi

Har Odem / Odem Mountain

Lili Winery > Kidmat Tzvi

Pelter>® Ein Zivan

Terra Nova

> Owned by Assaf Kedem of Assaf Winery. According to *The official address is in Zofit, within the borders of
press publications, this winery is only for the purpose of Israel, but their winery is actually on the Golan Heights.
marketing Assaf wines in Singapore. See: http://bit.ly/

filcSS
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The Dead Sea

10
A

A map of the wineries in the Golan Heights. Source: Shai Efrati. Back-

ground topography: Copyright © 2009 ESRI

A map of the wineries in the Golan Heights. Source: Shai Efrati. Back-

ground topography: Copyright © 2009 ESRI

Edmim I.Z.

Beit EI Winery~’

7 Itis not clear whether they still produce their own

wines.
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Gat Shomron Karnei Shomron

Gush Etzion Winery 8

HaCormim Winecellars ° Mishor Edumim I.Z.

Har Bracha Har Bracha

Hashechar

Hebron Wineries / Klein's Qiryat Arba I.Z.

Efrata

Ma'aleh Levona Ma'aleh Levona

*8 Partly owned by Tishbi Winery.

*¥The winery is located in the settlement outpost of Givat
Har’el.

% Founded originaly in Jerusalem. Belongs to the Shore
family, the owners of Arza Winery.

110,000 (2004)

! The official address is in the settlement of Kiryat Arba.
52 Owned by Menachem Livni, a former Jewish terrorist

who was very active in the early 80's in violent actions
against Palestinian civilians.
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Tura (Alias Erez) Rechelim

& Distributed in the US by Duty Free Americas.
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Appendix: Response from Wineries

January 10, 2011

1. We do not have a vineyard in Mevo Horon.
2. The vineyards for Yatir Winery lie without exception within Yatir Forest.

3. Carmel & Yatir do not own or use vineyards in the West Bank. This is our
policy and the reality.*

December 21, 2010

1. Ein Nashot is the name of an ancient Jewish village that was located very close
to the new settlement we established over thirty years ago. The Talmudic village
was destroyed in 470 AC and its economic foundation was wine production, just
as ours is.

2. The vineyard is located inside a Syrian bunker from the Six Day War. This bun-
ker was used for war purposes to fire at the residents of the valley below it, and we

have converted it to peaceful usage.

3. Inside the bunker we commemorate the memory of Otiniel Shamir, an Israeli

5 Email, January 10, 2011, on file with Who Profits.
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pilot whose airplane was shut down by the Syrian soldiers from the nearby army

base, during the Six Day War.

4. Here we engage in conversations about our ways of living in the Golan Heights,
the pioneering efforts and the establishment of new settlements. We also discuss
what will happen when a peace treaty is signed.

5. People come to visit us from every corner of the earth.

You are welcome to visit us; we are open on Fridays and Saturdays from 10 AM
until the last visitor leaves.®®

5 Email, December 21, 2010, on file with Who Profits.
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